STANDARDS

NY PRINTER THAT

dismisses standards does

so at its peril. Those that

see ISO 12647-2 as unwel-

come and unnecessary are
taking a huge risk because these sorts of
print standard could become as common-
place as ctp, and with as great an impact
on the quality of print and make ready.
Unlike ctp, however, working to print
standards is likely to become a contractual
obligation issued by increasingly demand-
ing customers.

In Waoolwich, south London, Vertec
is a sheetfed printer which has done just
this, investing in GMG’s suite of process
contral products, from proofing to quality
assessmenl and ink reduction. The busi-
ness slarted as a finishing company in
1973, later acquired printing presses and
in 1989 a prepress department. Printing
has become more important over the years,
but finishing has remained, allowing the
company to keep jobs in house.

“We have the equipment to service
the print that we do,” says Colin Gilham,
prepress manager. “We don’t have any-
thing niche, but enough to fulfill our
customers’ requirements.” The company
has a purpose-built 10,000 sq ft premises,
housing all of the equipment from prepress
to dispatch, in addition to a well kitted-out
customer lounge.

The prepress department has grown
organically, since physical artwork and
film were phased out and replaced by
digital artwork and computer to plate
technology. At Vertec, an Esko PD4
platesetter and Rampage workflow feeds
its 10-colour Komori Lithrone 28P and
five-colour Lithrone 28.

Until five years ago, Vertec’s proof-
ing set-up used a Best Rip and
Epson printers, at the time indus-
try benchmark products. When
it came to upgrading the system,
Gilham explains, “the Best Rip was
the most affordable on the market
at the time, but it had its limita-
tions. Best was bought by EFI
so we looked at that offering 4
and also that from GMG. At
the time, GMG ColorProof
was a premium product at
a premium price and EFI
was cheaper. We held
off and things started
to level out.”

Indenendent advice

Vertec verifies
performance

A suite of GMG products is helping a south London printer to
achieve process control and save money

proofing solutions, with Vertec doing addi-
tional research. “We did look at several
options available and we finally decided
on GMG on its repulation,” says Gilham.
“It was a good decision. GMG ColorProof
is as reliable and as consistent as it should
be. In fact, it is a testament to the quality
of the product that it is consistent across
a range of substrates.”

When Vertec decided it wanted to
make further steps into controlling col-
our, it turned again to GMG. It knew that
in concept, process control was the way
forward, and had kept a tentative eye on
developments. However, it was felt that
there was nothing holding it together.
“Vendor-imposed controls were all well
and good, but often quite meaningless
in a working environment,” comments
Gilham. “It was all heading in the right
direction, but there needed to be a stand-
ard that everyone could aim for. Then ISO
12647-2 and Fogra 39L came along and
everything took off.”

Again after consultation with City &
West End Solutions, Vertec purchased

GMG’s Ink Optimizer, RapidCheck and

PrintControl. GMG InkOptimzer
is a software solution that
provides sophisticated grey
component reduction. A
DeviceLink CMYK to CMYK
transformation is applied to
individual images or com-
plete pages, alter-

ing the sepa-

rations pro-

vided with the PDF of a job. This retains
all the quality of the original while cutting
back on the amount of CMY inks by boost-
ing the use of the black channel. Ink sav-
ings can be as much as 25%. In itself this
is an aid to colour consistency as slight
variations in ink do not affect the overall
balance of the neutrals, especially the grey
balance where the slightest change can be
picked up by the human eye. It means
too that press set-up is easier to achieve,
helping make ready.

GMG PrintControl Pro is the applica-
tion which enables the printer to guar-
antee a standardised printing process
with predictable results and, using GMG
RapidCheck, the printer knows that his
press is operating within the defined toler-
ances. “We expected GMG InkOptimzer to
be the most powerful,” says Gilham, “but
we have found that it is the combination of
all these products that have stood to make
the most difference to the business.”

Verlec intends to roll out the full
solution on both presses and convert the
business completely. “Process control is
not something you can dabble in,” says
Gilham. “It is a big animal to control
and as far as putling ink on paper is
concerned, nothing works quite like it.
Controlling colour is all-encompassing
and involves so many people on such a
resolute basis,”

And he concludes: “It won’t be long
before such adherence to standards is a
condition of working for print buyers across
the board and we will be ready.” 0
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